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another powerful milestone. The Everglades are back in business. The precious waterway that
empties into the Atlantic Ocean near Miami is filled with life. It’s been four years since “Shore

Restoration Summer,” when a $625 million effort to rehab the Everglades by swallowing half of the
inlet near Southwest Miami-Dade set that milestone. There’s a big part of the community that hopes

the waterway is never empty again. But it’s not all uplifting news. “I don’t think they always
appreciate it” because of the amount of work that goes into returning Everglades waters, according
to Florida Sea Turtle Coordinator Andrew Sharpe. “They’re just like, ‘Wow, it’s working again!'” And
while that’s true, often the biggest work isn’t done until the plants and wildlife are able to actually

move in, including birds, fish and even otters. So the good news is it’s back to normal. The bad news
is it’s not quite the same as before. The progress from summer 2014 to the present has been —
even from the middle of 2015, when the project went from before to after! — rather stark. Crews

have broken down more than 3.5 miles of levees with four-wheelers and bulldozers. They’ve installed
a stream channel, drainage canals and even fish-friendly enhancements. Floridians get to enjoy all

those new features, but sea turtles are big fans, too. “Every turtle counts,” Sharpe said. “Not
everybody is
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